Jeff & Don

TAIHAPE — 250HA (200HA EFFECTIVE - 50HA PLANTATION)
INCLUDING 1300 MIXED-AGE EWES / 350 REPLACEMENT EWE HOGGETS

Application: 350kg/ha No. 8 over whole farm in spring + extra 400kg/ha on the
cultivated land in autumn
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E HatumaUpdate Spring 04

most,” says Jeff. “In the past we’ve used strategic nitrogen
on new grasses only, but now we’re questioning whether
that’s even needed; if you get the clover content right,
then 1 would question the need for nitrogen.”

“If you don’t look after your pasture the stock suffer,”
says Don. “We can grow clover on northerly faces easily.
In fact there’s more white clover over the whole
farm now.”

“We've done some re-grassing on the farm in recent
years,” says Jeff. “But we've noticed some paddocks,
which are in old pasture, are now growing masses of
clover and ryegrass. We've since come to the conclusion
that old can still be very productive if your management
is good. We also put some urea in a trial-type scenario
with a couple of paddocks, just to see what would
happen - but we found no difference in weaning weights.
According to some experts, the stock off those paddocks
should’ve been heavier.

Last year’s drought 1 couldn’t believe how much the
pasture held on. 1 remember thinking at one stage we
only had another two weeks before we were in trouble,
yet that two weeks came and went, and the sheep didn’t
seem to suffer. I'd much rather have quality pasture over
quantity — the quality of grass is absolute. 1 don’t feel
a need for soil testing, 1'd rather look at the stock
production. I'm not anti them, 'm just confident that
our production shows we're doing things right - we
don’t use any copper in the cattle because they don’t
look deficient. P levels don’t mean anything to me either
because they don’t tell the full story. Look at the sheep;
they’re the true story.

This place is an absolute joy to farm. Every time 1 get
the lambs in they exceed all expectations. I'm confident
with dicalcic and 1 don’t have to think about it — 1 just
put it on and it makes farming very easy.”
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